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their hands in a most lamentable manner. They plundered
and carried away all the goods out of fourteen inns or halls,
which they spoiled that Thursday. They broke open and
dashed to pieces the scholars' chests and left not any move-
able thing which might stand them in any stead ; and which
was yet more horrid, some poor innocents that were flying
with all speed to the body of CHRIST for succour (then
honourably carried in procession by the brethren through
the town for the appeasing of this slaughter) and striving
to embrace and come as near as they could to the repository
wherein the glorious Body was with great devotion pat,
these confounded sons of Satan knocked them down, beat
and most cruelly wounded. The Crosses also of certain
brethren (the friers) which were erected on the ground for
the present time with a * procul hinc ite profani/ they over-
threw and laid fiat with the cheynell. This wickedness
and outrage continuing the said day from the rising of the
sun till noon tide and a little after without any ceasing,
and thereupon all the scholars (besides those of the Colleges)
being fled divers ways, our mother the University of Oxon,
which had but two days before many sons, is now almost
forsaken and left forlorn."

The casualty list was heavy. Six members of the
University were killed outright in the fray; twenty-
one others, chiefly Irishmen, were dangerously wounded
and a large number was missing. The Bishop of
Lincoln immediately placed the town under an inter-
dict. The King sent a commission to inquire into the
cause of the riot. The sheriff was summarily dis-
missed from his office, two hundred of the townsmen
were arrested, and the mayor and bailiffs committed to
the Tower. With a view to settling the deep-rooted
differences, which, it was perceived, were the origin
of this bloody combat, the University and the city
were advised to surrender their privileges into the
King's hands. Edward III. restored those of the
University in a few days. The town was kept some
time in suspense, whilst the King and the Archbishop
were striving to induce the scholars to return to Oxford..
In the end all th?ir ancient rights were restored to the
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